Dawn of Spring

It seems like
yesterday
when 9 years
old Christina
was enrolled
in the
Vietnamese
Language
class in
Torrance.
Tonight, 10
years later,
she is standing
tall on the
stage at Ackerman Hall, UCLA. In the pink traditional
Vietnamese “Ao Dai” dress, with her soft voice, she
seems to be speaking Vietnamese fluently to introduce
and coordinate the “Dawn of Spring” program. An
event performed by the students in Vietnamese
Language and Cultural club at UCLA to celebrate the
New Year of the Dragon.

SBVCC is invited as one of the sponsors of the event.
We came to help out and to attend the program. We
were pleasantly surprised as we stepped inside the
ballroom where the event was held. The room seems
like a scene of a typical Tet celebration in Vietnam
with decorations depicting cho Ben Thanh, rice fields.
There was Vietnamese food prepared for Tet like Banh
Chung, Banh Tet. The students, both male and female,
were dressed in traditional ao dai. We were stunned
when the program began with events performed by the
students like dragon dance, traditional dance with
Vietnamese hats and umbrellas. There was a special
fashion show of the traditional ao dai with different
colors and designs. These plays brought back fond
memories of how Tet was celebrated in Vietnam.
Through these plays, it shows that the students have
not forgotten their root, their beautiful Vietnamese
customs and culture.

The students spent months preparing for this event.
They wrote their own scripts, learned the traditional
dance all through research and their creativity. We just
asked ourselves that these kids were born and raised
here is the US, how did they learn so much about the
Vietnamese culture? They have a very demanding
schedule for their classes, they still find time and
energy to organize a Tet celebration program full of
Vietnamese cultural flavors. The program is not only
funny, it also shows the values of the tradition of the
Tet celebration in the Vietnamese culture. It seems
they are proud to show off their cultural heritage. The

Vietnamese culture is clearly alive in these young
students.

We, at SBVCC, spent years running Vietnamese
language and culture program for kids in the South Bay
area. Seeing some of our students being proud of their
culture and to show it to their friends at UCLA is a
reward beyond our imagination.

At the New Year of the Dragon, we wish the best
for our students and may they become the dragons
who fly with pride into their future.



Xuan Binh Minh

Trong ta
ao dai
hong tha
thuét, voi
giong nodi
nhe nhang
cd  sinh
vién dung
tiéng Viét
rat troi

chay dang cung diéu hop dém vin nghé “Xuan Binh
Minh” ciia nhém Vietnamese Language and Culture tai
truong dai hoc UCLA. Khuoén mit co rat quen thude
véi toi, vi do 1a Christina, hoc tro cii ¢ 16p Viét Ngit.

Hinh nhu vira méi hom qua théi, c6 bé 9 tudi Christina
vao 16p 3 do t6i phu trach, em hoc kha vi da bat dau
hoc tiéng Viét tir lac 6 tudi. Thoang mot cai, dém nay
Christina dang dtmg trén san khau cta truong dai hoc
16n tai mién Nam California dé t6 chirc dém mimg
Xuan. Ngoai Christina, toi con gip lai Huan, ciing hoc
tro cii ctia 16p Viét Ngit nim xua, nay sap sira roi
UCLA dé tién mot budc xa hon.

SBVCC 1a mot trong nhitng nha béo trg, ching t6i dén
gitip va tham du ma khong khoi ngac nhién day thich
tha khi bude vao hoi truong c¢6 khung canh ciia mot
hoi Tét & qué nha, nao 1a chg Bén Thanh, dong lia,
muyc dong, cau ddi, ndo 1a banh chung banh tét, ndo 1a
4o dai khan dong 1u lugt. Chung t6i lai cang ngac nhién
hon khi theo dbi nhiing tiét myuc cic em trinh dién.
Man muaa Lan v6i nhiing canh hinh rat méi la, nhiing
man vii 4o dai, vii non rat ddm nét Viét Nam, man trinh
dién thoi trang truyén théng ma di dom, man Hat Boi
rat tinh té. Pidc biét vo kich vui néi 1én tinh trang cua
cac em l6n 1én trong xa hoi day phire tap, nhiéu thach
d6, thé ma cudi cung cac em trg Vvé Vai coi nQUOn la
nhirng thanh thiéu nién Viét Nam, rd nét nhat Ia nir
nhan vat chinh ciing yéu diéu diu dang khi mang ta 4o
dai di vui Tét Viét Nam.

Tét ca céac tiét muc déu do cac em tim toi bién soan va
cong phu dan dyng. Ma hiy nghi xem: tit ca cic em
déu duoc sinh ra va 16n 1én tai My¥, sao ma cac em co
tam hon Viét Nam ddm da nhu thé? Véi chuong trinh
hoc ning né, thé ma cac em ciing bo thi gio va tam tri
dé t6 chirc budi vin nghé ming Xuén chu dao nhu thé.
Céac em khéng 1am cho vui, ma con dé luu giit truyén
thong t6t dep cua to tién va con ndi 1én niém kiéu hianh
cua cac em vi dong mau Viét trong nguoi. Van hoa
Viét Nam rd rang dang thing hoa trong nhing tim hon
tré nay day.

Xuan Nham Thin, nim con réng, mong rang cac em s&
la nhitng con rong nhd day kiéu hanh vuon minh bay
cao trén bau troi xanh dang thénh thang rong mo.




